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PROP Q: 24 HOURS TO LOSE YOUR HUMAN RIGHTS 



Proposition Q does not provide housing for low 
income San Franciscans. It just sweeps their tents 
away. 

Proposition R creates neighborhood policing units. 
These units enforce ordinances which prohibit 
people from sitting or lying on sidewalks or sleeping 
in public parks at night, basically pushing homeless 
residents from one neighborhood to the next. 

Reject Q & R 


CHRIS B. 


If you are reading this, it 
is most likely that you are con¬ 
cerned about human rights, you 
wanted to help someone who 
is struggling in the streets and 
needs some money, or you're a 
media analyst reviewing the 
press before a major election. 
Election Day is to be a big thing 
and you, reader, have a great 
responsibility in many ways. 
There's a lot at stake, from big 
nationwide politics to city prop¬ 
ositions, but the person you 
bought this from is could lose 
(more) of his human rights if 
you don't go to the polls and say 
NO to Prop O. 

This is what could happen if 
Prop O gets approved, pushed by 
Marina and Pacific Heights dis¬ 
trict's supervisor Mark Farrell: 

You are living in your 
house paid off by your com¬ 
pany. People living around you 
think you are ugly. They think 
you're the one who is leaving 
trash around. You don't look 
that well, they think you might 
have be doing drugs, have the 
flu, or something worse. They 
are afraid of you. They think 
that if they get too close they 
might become like you. It does 
not feel that good when people 
look at you that way, but hey, 
you're in San Francisco work¬ 
ing for a world famous com¬ 
pany. You seem stressed all the 
time. Maybe it's because you 


spend all your day working for 
AirBnB (no particular reason for 
choosing that company as an 
example, ahem) to pay the rent, 
the gas, your Netflix, and other 
Internet-based services, the Lyft 
and Uber rides from Valencia on 
Friday nights, Postmates deliv¬ 
eries, and all those things you 
need in order to survive in this 
crazy place. All you have is your 
house to get back to in order to 
have some sense of belonging 
and security. 

One day you go out to work 
and your partner is out for a 
long walk with your lovely pup¬ 
py. When you get back to your 
home after hard day in your job, 
you find a notice that says that 
you have 24 hours to pack every¬ 
thing and leave because you're 
too ugly. But don't worry, social 
workers will come and they'll 
take you to a transition place so 
you can get a real house, not this 
old apartment that seems to be 
a health hazard. The only prob¬ 
lem is that there's no room for 
you in any of the places where 
they promise to take you in the 
24 hours' notice. In addition, if 
somehow, by some miracle, you 
do get a place in a shelter, you 
won't be able to be there with 
your partner. And your dog, well, 
they might have to take her to 
an animal shelter, because if 
you get lucky enough to have a 
place in a human shelter, your 
pet isn't likely to be allowed to 


be in there. Your family is going 
to be broken by the law. And all 
the things you earned with hard 
work, your Surround System, 
various Apple gadgets, the dish¬ 
washer, that cool rag you love, 
your paintings, your guitar and 
your bongos, your vinyl collec¬ 
tion, all of your things, all that 
you can't carry in one medium 
sized bag, well, they are going to 
take them away from you. You'll 
only have 90 days to claim them 
from a place you're not quite 
sure where to find, but if you live 
in the human shelter, there's no 
enough space for them in there. 
If you don't get the place in the 
shelter, you're going to have to 
hit the streets for good and lose 
all of your belongings. 

You're not alone in this situ¬ 
ation. 

Almost ten thousand hu¬ 
mans, just like you, are wait¬ 
ing for a place in the less than 
a thousand beds in the human 
shelters. Your dog is most prob¬ 
ably going to be fine, which is 
great, but she's your family, you 
love her because you take care 
of each other. Now you have two 
choices: either get everything 
you can carry and move some¬ 
where else where you will be 
displaced soon enough because 
you're still ugly, or you run out 
of time and get policed. Many 
peace officers are not going 
to like Prop O for one reason: 
breaking someone's inalien¬ 


able Human Rights is not an 
easy thing to do. It is true that 
some of them might be sick of 
this situation and think you're 
ugly. You might have to face 
some grim things when they 
come. But most of them proba¬ 
bly are going to spend time do¬ 
ing something they don't want 
to do, while there are real issues 
they'd like to solve. They might 
feel like this isn't the right thing 
to do, but they are ordered to do 
it from some law that Farrell 
is pushing making, so people 
who think you are ugly too also 
think that he's great by solving 
the ugliness problem of the city 
and he should get more power 
for his great service. 

Twenty-four hours after 
you get the notice, time's up. 
Article 2 from the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
is broken: you no longer have 
freedom from discrimination; 
you are being discriminated 
from seeming to be too ugly. 
If you resist what you are told, 
you might be sent to jail, or giv¬ 
en a fine you can't pay. You are 
not going to see your partner or 
your dog. Your things, which is 
the Article 17 from the Declara¬ 
tion of Human Rights, your right 
to own stuff, is no longer yours, 
so you lose the right to have 
property. San Francisco voters 
already stripped you from your 
right to rest, Article 24 from the 
Declaration of Human Rights, 
since you can't sit or lie on the 
sidewalks or you get a fine you 
probably can't pay at this point 
of your life. Finally, your home 
is no longer yours. You don't 
have an address, you don't have 
a place in the world, your right 
to have an adequate living stan¬ 
dard, your right to have a roof, 
Article 25 of the Declaration of 
Human Rights, is broken. There 
is no place for you in the world. 

Pretty ugly situation, right? 
You are no longer a full human 
being in the face of the city law. 
You don't have the same rights 


of the neighbors who think 
you're ugly just because they 
think so. 

The City is worldwide fa¬ 
mous for being “the cradle of 
civil rights movements.'' The one 
that brought the hippie move¬ 
ment to the world, the Summer 
of Love, the cradle of flower chil¬ 
dren and peace and love and ice 
cream. However, the nights can 
be pretty cold and foggy in the 
streets if you are forced to sleep 
in the pavement. Shelters are 
not always safe, and traumatic 
events happen all the time ev¬ 
erywhere you don't have the 
Human Right of a safe house to 
live; either in a refugee crisis, 
in a foreign country you saw in 
the TV or in the wealthiest and 
most influential country in the 
world. If Prop O is approved, you 
can be copped lawfully just be¬ 
cause you were forced to live on 
the streets. 

You are a human, you are 
just like everybody else, but 
since people think that you're 
ugly, well, things get ugly for 
you. 

What I just described is of 
course is a fictitious account of 
what could happen if the law 
applied to people who have a 
house to live in. In an effort to 
make the reader understand 
the situation because the word 
“homeless" is often a conno¬ 
tation of inhumanity, I only 
changed a few words in the ac¬ 
count I wrote at first about what 
a person without a home will 
face if Prop O passes. 

Prop O would authorize the 
removal of tent encampments 
with just a 24-hour notice, with¬ 
out including any new housing. 
Nobody should have to live in 
a tent and without stable, safe 
shelter. Homelessness ends 
with housing, and Prop O will 
add zero housing units, shelter 
beds, or health services. 

The removal of tent en¬ 
campments and other “eye¬ 
sores" for the convenience of 



PROPOSITION Q IS NOT A SOLUTION 
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VOTE NOV 8TH TO 

SOLVE HOMELESSNESS 


^ VPS °% 


I VOTE YES i 


co 

Co 


% 


PROPC 

Housing Bond 

Bond to make loans to buy and fix affordable 
housing Homelessness ends with a honrie 

PROPS 

Allocation of Hotel Tax Funds 
Sets aside $17 million of hotel tax to end 
family homelessness. 1 in 25 public school 
students are now homeless. 


PROPJ 

Funding for Homelessness &Trcansportation 

Sets aside about $50 million annually for 
homeless housing and prevention. Over 
time, this will allow the city to house over 
4,000 more homeless people. 


PROPK 

General Sales Tax 
Sales tax increase to pay for Prop J 
benefits. 


PROPM 

Housing and Development Commission 

Creates oversight via a new commission to 
the Mayors Office on Housing and 
Community Development that decides 
how much homeless housing we have. 




i VOTE NO 
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PROPQ 

Prohibit Tents on Sidewalks 
Tents are already prohibited, but fails to 
provide housing thus moving people from 
sidewalk to sidewalk. 

PROPR 

Neighborhood Crime Unit 

Permanently sets aside police to address 
homelessness and conflates poverty with 
criminal activity. When homeless people get 
tickets they can't pay, it destroys their credit 
and messes with housing eligibility. 


PROPP 


Competitive Bidding 

Hidden under <raiip^iteeliMli§iEatiiliiV^ 

that will make it impossible for nonprofits to win 
bids to develop supportive housing. For-profit 
developers will not be inteested in providing 
adequate suppcrt services. 


PROPU 


Affordable Housing Requirements 

Eliminates eligibility of homeless and working 
class people for market rate affordable housing 
by lifting the income requirements retroactive¬ 
ly to about $115,000 for a family of four. 


PROPO 


Bayview Offices 

Vote against a special favor for Lennar Corp on 
office development. San Francisco belongs to 
the people, not wealthy developers. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW TO REGISTER TO VOTE: 

call the Coalition on Homelessness at (415) 346-3740. 

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN HELP FIGHT PROPS Q AND R: 

contact Kelley Cutler, Human Rights Organizer, at kcutler@cohsf.org. 


REGISTER 
TO VOTE 


1. REGISTER ONLINE 

Visit http://registertovote.ca.gov/ 

2. REGISTER BY MAIL 

Call (415) 554-4411 or visit http:// 
sfelections.org/tools/sfvote/ to have 
a voter registration card mailed to 
you. 

3. REGISTER IN PERSON 

Pick up a voter registration card 
at the Coalition on Homelessness 
(468 Turk Street between Hyde and 
Larkin), Department of Elections, 
local public library branches, the 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV), and U.S. Postal Service 
offices. 

YOU DO NOT NEED AN 
ADDRESS TO REGISTER TO 

VOTE. You may use the Greneral 
Delivery address (391 Ellis Street, 

San Francisco, CA 94102) and a cross 
street (i.e. Turk and Larkin). 

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE YOUR 

CALIFORNIA ID. DRIVER S 

LICENSE. OR SOCIAL 
SECURITY NUMBER, a unique 
identifying number will be given to you 
for registratio purposes. 

THE LAST DAY TO REGISTER 
TO VOTE IS MON, OCT. 24. 


FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN HELP PASS PROP S AND END FAMILY 
HOMELESSNESS, contact Miguel Carrera, Housing Justice Organizer, at 
mcarrera@cohsf.org. 
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UNITED SUPPORT BEHIND PROPOSITION C: 

SAN FRANCISCO’S HOUSING PRESERVATION BOND 



PETER COHEN & FERNANDO MARTI 

Finding common ground 
during this contentious cam¬ 
paign season isn’t easy. Yet 
here in San Francisco, people 
are coming together around 
Proposition C, a Housing Pres¬ 
ervation Bond that will create 
permanent affordable housing 
and prevent displacement. 

Proposition C is an innova¬ 
tive measure that frees up $261 
million in funding that is left 
over from a 1992 seismic safe¬ 
ty bond. Voters approved that 
measure after the Loma Prieta 
Earthquake as a source of fund¬ 
ing to reinforce the City's ma¬ 
sonry buildings. That seismic 
work is mostly completed and 
more than half of the original 
funding remains unused. 

With voter approval in No¬ 
vember, San Francisco can tap 
into the unused bond funds 
and put them to work on the 
most pressing housing chal¬ 
lenges that we face today, an 
immense housing crisis in 
which people are being forced 
from their homes and out of 
San Francisco. 

Specifically, Proposition 
C would make these leftover 
bond funds available for the 
rehabilitation of at-risk resi¬ 
dential buildings and then 
convert them to permanently 
affordable housing. This mon¬ 
ey would help with seismic, 
fire, safety, and other code up¬ 
grades, and allow nonprofit af¬ 
fordable housing developers to 
acquire the buildings. 

The rehabilitation and 
preservation of existing build¬ 
ings is a critical complement 
to the construction of new af¬ 


fordable housing. For exam¬ 
ple, there are buildings across 
San Francisco, including “soft 
story” wood-frame residen¬ 
tial buildings, that are at-risk 
of structural failure during 
an earthquake or fire because 
of substandard wiring. Re¬ 
habilitating these buildings 
improves safety for residents 
and the surrounding neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

Funds from Proposition C 
will also provide an important 
boost to San Francisco’s new 
Small Sites program. This suc¬ 
cessful but under-funded pro¬ 
gram that was designed and is 
being implemented by local af¬ 
fordable housing organizations 
like the Community Land Trust, 
Mission Economic Develop¬ 
ment Agency and San Francis¬ 
co Housing Development Corp, 
provides loans to nonprofit or¬ 
ganizations to acquire and per¬ 
manently preserve small prop¬ 
erties as affordable housing. 
Many tenants who once faced 
eviction are now able to stay 
in their homes thanks to more 
than a dozen projects that have 
already been completed over 
the last two years. Proposition 
C will provide a much-needed 
source of new funding for this 
acquisition program—up to 
$30 million per year. 

Prop C is unanimously sup¬ 
ported by the Board of Supervi¬ 
sors and the Mayor, the SF Bay 
Guardian, the San Francisco 
Chronicle, and a wide diversity 
of tenant, neighborhood, and 
nonprofit affordable housing 
groups. This united coalition 
includes the Tenderloin Neigh¬ 
borhood Development Corpo¬ 


ration, Community Housing 
Partnership, Hospitality House, 
San Francisco Tenants Union, 
Housing Rights Committee and 
the San Francisco Council of 
Community Housing Organiza¬ 
tions. 

Proposition C has such 
widespread support because 
it is the only measure on the 
ballot that creates new afford¬ 


able housing—and it does this 
by using an existing source of 
funds. Property tax rates are 
not impacted since bonding 
authority was previously au¬ 
thorized. 

Affordable housing ad¬ 
vocates also recognize that 
Proposition C is a critical anti¬ 
displacement measure that 
stabilizes housing and helps 


tenants facing Ellis Act evic¬ 
tion. Passage in November can 
make a profound impact on the 
lives of residents and neigh¬ 
borhoods. ■ 

Peter Cohen and Fernando Mar¬ 
ti are the co-directors of San 
Francisco's Council of Commu¬ 
nity Flousi ng Organizations. 


Join the Coalition on Homelessness for Venga a la Coalicion de Desamparados a 

our annual Day of the Dead celebration nuestra anual celebracion del Dia de Muertos 


When: Tuesday Nov 1st 2916 @ 11:00 am 
Where: Coalition on Homelessness office 
468 Turk Street 




fZ 


MM 

W 


Vote NO_on Q and R! 
Vote YES on SI 



Housing not criminalizing! 


Cuando: Martes lero de Nov 2916 @ 11:00 am 
Donde: oficina de la COH 468 Turk Street^ 



Vote NO en Q y R! 
Vote SI en S! 


Vivienda no criminalizacion! 



Homelessness kills childhood and promotes 
premature death! 


El desamparo mata la infancia y provoca muertes 

prematuras! 


11:00 am - 12:30 pm: 


11:00 am - 12:30 pm: 

Day of the Dead ceremony followed by traditional, free Mexican 


Ceremonia tradicional del Dia de Muertos, almuerzo estilo 

lunch at the Coalition 


mexicano gratis en la Coalicion 

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm: 


12:30 pm - 1:30 pm: 

March together to the Public Library (by Civic Center) to deliver our 


Marcharemos juntos a la Biblioteca Publica (Civic Center) para 

message to the public. 


entregar nuestro mensaje al publico. 
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PROP S PROMISES FUNDING 

FOR HOMELESS FAMILIES. ARTS 




1 I Si 


y 


fcVaPA: 


Members of the Chinatown Community Development Center learn about Prop S at the Coalition on Homelessness’s office 


ARENDSE SKOVMOLLER 


Since its launch in 1961, the 
Grants for the Arts/ San Francisco 
Hotel Tax Fund (GFTA) has allo¬ 
cated over $145 million to local 
San Francisco non-profit art pro¬ 
grams and cultural organizations. 
This revenue is made possible 
through a portion of the 14 percent 
room tax on hotel and motel bills 
throughout San Francisco. 


The GFTA was originally set 
up to ensure that San Francisco 
residents had access to a diverse 
array of arts and culture expe¬ 
riences, and that underserved 
families had access to safe, stable 
housing. However, throughout 
the years, this purpose has slowly 
shifted, as specific allocations for 
necessary services, such as the 
housing and arts, have been re¬ 
pealed. This severe loss of fund¬ 


ing has had an obvious negative 
impact on both the arts as well as 
low-income housing. 

According to the 2015 report 
“The Roadmap, a five-year Plan to 
End the Crisis of Family Homeless¬ 
ness in San Francisco" published 
by the Coalition on Homelessness 
in 2015, child homelessness in San 
Francisco has not been so preva¬ 
lent since the Great Depression. In 
2015, an estimated 3,222 children 


were homeless. This number is 
enough to fill up 70 classrooms 
and the numbers continue to 
grow: Since 2007, there has 
been a 94 percent increase of 
homeless families. 

Research on the impact of 
homelessness on children show 
that children in homeless fami¬ 
lies are sick four times as often 
as their peers. These same stud¬ 
ies also conclude that home¬ 
less children are more likely 
to experience emotional and 
behavioral problems, as home¬ 
lessness often leads to chronic 
stress and traumas from the 
frequent moves, inconsistent 
relationships, and lack of places 
to play. Furthermore, homeless 
children have an 83 percent 
chance of exposure to violent 
events and are five times more 
likely than their peers to become 
homeless themselves as adults. 

It goes without saying that 
homelessness also has tremen¬ 
dous negative impact on children's 
education: Nationally, over 50 per¬ 
cent of homeless children are held 
back a grade, and 22 percent for 
multiple grades. Homelessness is 
also the single highest known risk 
factor for dropping out of school, 
in fact; homeless children have 


an alarming 87 percent increased 
chance of doing so. 

Proposition S is a major chance 
to turn around these disturbing 
and unacceptable conditions and 
revert the tax to what its original 
purpose was for. A YES on S will es¬ 
tablish the Ending Family Home¬ 
lessness Fund, which would be 
funded by 6.3 percent of the mon¬ 
ey generated from the hotel base 
tax, and would generate an esti¬ 
mated $17 million annually. This 
money would be used to provide 
subsidies and case management 
programs to help homeless fami¬ 
lies find housing. Furthermore, it 
would offer stabilizing services to 
low-income families that are at- 
risk of becoming homeless, and, 
finally, it would go towards restor¬ 
ing and developing new housing 
for homeless families. 

Additionally, Prop S would 
not increase any taxes. A YES on 
S would only allocate an already 
established hotel tax into com¬ 
munity art programs and a fund to 
end family homelessness, thereby 
sustaining San Francisco's cultur¬ 
al and social ecosystem—just as 
original tax had intended to do. 

Sounds alright to you? Be sure 
to vote YES on S on November 8th! ■ 


THE CAMPAIGN TO SAVE THE STREET SPIRIT 



JESS CLARKE 

The American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC) has announced 
that they will cease funding the 
operations of Street Spirit as of De¬ 
cember 31, 2016. The newspaper, 
whose tagline is “Justice News and 
Homeless Blues" is sold by street 
vendors in cities all over the East 
Bay and also available online. It 
has been covering organizing for 
homeless rights, nonviolent so¬ 
cial justice strggles and economic 
inequality for over 21 years. Staff, 
vendors and writers of the pa¬ 
per were taken by surprise by the 
abrupt termination of support 
from the AFSC, which has been 
the publisher of the paper since its 
launch in 1995. 

Terry Messman, founding edi¬ 
tor of Street Spirit, said, “The news 
came as a complete shock to all 
of us, especially since Street Spirit 
had just completed our most suc¬ 
cessful year ever, with an amaz¬ 
ing outpouring of good writers, 
and our participation in some 
highly meaningful solidarity cam¬ 
paigns with activist groups.... We 
were given absolutely no advance 
warning that they were planning 
to shut down the program due to 
AFSC's budget shortages. I was 
stunned to realize that more than 
100 disabled, elderly and homeless 
vendors would lose their liveli¬ 
hood. And all the dozens of writ¬ 
ers who have done such dedicated 
work for Street Spirit would be si¬ 
lenced, and all the activist groups 
we stand in solidarity with would 
lose their major media outlet." 

AFSC's announcement of the 


rationale for shutting down the 
program was terse. The AFSC West 
Regional Executive Committee, 
facing serious budget shortfalls 
across the organization, deter¬ 
mined that the AFSC will no longer 
prioritize this poverty and home¬ 
less program and that it will “lay 
down" Street Spirit as of December 
31,2016, and stop funding it. 

The Editorial Advisory Board 
of Street Spirit responded with a 
resounding and unanimous “NO 
WAY" to this decision and began 
planning to continue publishing 
Street Spirit as an independent 
voice, responsive and responsible 
to the community. 


After some negotiation, AFSC 
agreed to allow the paper to spin 
off and the Editorial Board has 
launched a “Save Our Street Spirit 
Campaign" to raise the resources 
needed to keep the paper alive. 

On Sept. 22,2016, as a first step 
in this journey, the Youth Leaders 
and Board of the Berkeley-based 
Youth Spirit Artworks (YSA) voted 
to invite Street Spirit to build a new 
home under their auspices. 

Executive Director Sally Hind¬ 
man said, “The Youth Leaders of 
Youth Spirit Artworks are passion¬ 
ate about making this work. We 
think we can make a difference 
here for the betterment of the 


whole community so we are step¬ 
ping up to lend our help.” 

JC Orton, Street Spirit Vendor 
Coordinator, reports that vendors 
aren't going to take this sitting 
down either. They have been dis¬ 
cussing a strategy of vendors turn¬ 
ing in five cents per paper start¬ 
ing in October and raising that to 
a dime in November (with plenty 
of compassionate exceptions as 
needed). This is estimated to raise 
over $600 a month almost imme¬ 
diately. Vendors are the bedrock of 
the paper's ability to communicate 
its mission. 

Messman, who built the pa¬ 
per from nothing starting 22 years 


ago, is confident that Street Spirit 
will pull through this crisis. “ Street 
Spirit has literally never been a 
stronger program," he said. “We 
have received lots of great media 
coverage lately, radio interviews, 
accolades for our articles and 
stronger community response 
to our work than ever before. We 
have built a dedicated team of 
writers and activists and a stron¬ 
ger team of vendors than ever in 
our history." 

Amir Soltani, co-producer of 
the film Dogtown Redemption has 
been defending the jobs of shop¬ 
ping cart recyclers against the 
city's closure of a recycling center 
in Dogtown, a neighborhood in 
West Oakland. He said the crisis 
faced by Street Spirit carries the 
seeds of its own renewal. “Now is 
the time to turn to the community 
for support and solutions, so that 
we are not necessarily thinking in 
terms of endings, but new begin¬ 
nings." 

The campaign will announce 
next steps in coming weeks. ■ 

More information will be posted 
at http://www.thestreetspirit.org 
where you can also sign up for 
email alerts. Checks can also be sent 
to: Youth Spirit Artworks—Street 
Spirit Newspaper, 1740 Alcatraz 
Ave, Berkeley, CA 94703. 

Jess Clarke is a web producer at 
Street Spirit and the project direc¬ 
tor and editor at Reimagine! the 
publisher of Race, Poverty & the En¬ 
vironment. 
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HOUSING: THE MORAL IMPERATIVE 


A RABBI’S CALL TO ACTION 


In the Tanakh (the Jewish 
Bible), in Isaiah chapter 65:22, 
we read, “They shall not build, 
and another inhabit; they shall 
not plant, and another eat: for 
as the days of a tree are the 
days of my people, and mine 
elect shall long enjoy the work 
of their hands.” 

What is this verse saying to 
us? It is saying that in the righ¬ 
teous world to come and age, a 
house is and will be something 
to live in—not something for 
speculators to flip or rent out 
and keep raising the rates of 
the rent at the behest of spec¬ 
ulators directly or indirectly. 
More importantly, it will re¬ 
turn humanity to what a house 
should and must be: a place for 
people to live. 

In essence, a house is not 
only for shelter, but also for sur¬ 
vival, because without a house, 
a person's existence is greatly 
impacted. Lack of housing can 
also cause a lot of hardship for 
families and individuals both 


Jewish concept that every 50 
years the land returns to the 
original owner. Thus even if 
they person sells the land, it 
was returned to the original 
family or individual owners, 
meaning that no one was ever 
displaced because of an eco¬ 
nomic system based on specu¬ 
lation and greed. Therefore, 
then, no one is ever pushed out 
or forced from their land, or 
become landless. No one was 
forced out of an area because of 
gentrification in which specu¬ 
lators would come in and raise 
the price of rent to drive out 
the current residents. The land 
was considered to be sacred. 
This is fundamental because, 
yes, there is a place for free en¬ 
terprise; however, it should not 
be allowed in areas that are ba¬ 
sic human needs, such as hous¬ 
ing, healthcare, water, and air. 
One only need to look at the 
situation in Flint Michigan to 
see the results of making these 
basic needs a subject to market 
forces. 


~n 

Yes, there is a place for 
free enterprise; however, 
it should not be allowed in 
areas that are basic human 
needs, such as housing.” 


physically and mentally. For ex¬ 
ample, when the ancient Israel¬ 
ites entered the Promised Land, 
the land was divided between 
all the families and no one was 
landless. Even in the case of the 
Levi tribe, they did not have a 
tribal territory, but they had 
individual land .Why was this 
so? This was so because they 
understood that a society can 
only function if the most basic 
of human needs are addressed 
and is available to all. Housing 
is a basic human need because 
it is about shelter from the ele¬ 
ments and protection. 

Coupled with this was the 


As a rabb, it is important 
to note that all religions share 
this base understanding that 
we must do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you. 
Case in point, the Jewish sage 
Hillel was once asked by a man 
to sum up the Torah, and Hillel 
responded, “What you yourself 
hate, don't do to your neighbor. 
This is the whole law; the rest 
is commentary. Go and study. 
Other faiths such as Christi¬ 
anity have the golden rule, Ju¬ 
daism with the 10 command¬ 
ments, and the other faiths, 
including Islam and Bud¬ 
dhism.” Though the adherents 
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may not always follow these, 
edicts are always a guide post. 
My work over the years with 
the interfaith coalition for im¬ 
migration rights caused me to 
see this first hand. 

Now in furtherance of this 
conversation, there has been 
much talk of the market forces 
as a means to solve the housing 
crisis, but this is just a wild¬ 
eyed dream of a nincompoop. 

Why? Because market forc¬ 
es are about maximizing profit 
with minimal lost. Therefore, 
it will never address and can 
never address moral issues. 
For example, what would have 
happened had President Lin¬ 
coln decided the Civil War was 
too expensive and stopped 
fighting? In essence, moral val¬ 
ues require more than making 
money. 

What is happening in the 
housing market is a moral is¬ 
sue—not an economic one. 
Why is this? This is so because 
we are seeing cases of rents be¬ 
ing increased by 500 percent 
or even a 1000 percent. Now, 
there are those who would say 
that this is the result of a short¬ 
age in the housing market, but 
that is nonsense. A landlord 
can easily make a profit with a 
10 or 20 percent increase. Fun¬ 
damentally speaking, what we 
are also seeing are speculators 
maximizing profits at the ex¬ 


pense of the community. Com¬ 
munities are being destroyed 
because of greed. A commu¬ 
nity is more than just a piece 
of land. It is family, history, 
culture, tradition, morals and 
values. Thus, when people are 
forced out, there is a moral is¬ 
sue involved. The so-called no¬ 
tion of “hot” areas are a specu¬ 
lator's dream, because they flip 
properties: They buy a property 
and resell it quickly. They can 
also increase the rent 500 or 
1000 percent with no regard 
for the impact on the families 
or the community. 

A house is something for 
people to live in, and not a com¬ 
modity. The house is a moral 
symbol of community and its 
values of living together, work¬ 
ing together and playing to¬ 
gether. It is part of an intercon¬ 
nected whole. 

In regards to San Francisco, 
first and foremost, a person 
should live where they work. In 
this case, this may translate to 
the thousands of tech workers 
that have flooded San Francisco 
moving to Mountain View, San 
Jose, Cupertino, and other ar¬ 
eas. Currently, tech companies 
have commuter buses in San 
Francisco which bring workers 
to their jobs outside of the city, 
and which speculators can use 
a tool for leverage to raise rents 
in the areas surrounding tech 


bus stops. Another issue is that 
a great many buyers are from 
other countries buying houses 
as an investment. One solution 
could include making the buy¬ 
er live in the house that they 
buy. In the end, making money 
and morals are diametrically 
opposed positions and cannot 
be reconciled. 

In furtherance of this moral 
imperative, I therefore endorse 
the following propositions: 

YES on Prop S. Prop S 
would provide millions to end¬ 
ing family homelessness and 
saving the arts in San Francisco 
without raising any taxes. 

NO on Prop O. Prop O 
would ban tent encampments 
and authorize their removal 
after a 24 hour notice without 
providing or expanding any so¬ 
cial services or housing. 

NO on Prop R. Prop R would 
take 60 police officers away 
from neighborhood units into 
a new centralized unit to re¬ 
spond to non-emergency 311 
calls. This measure was put 
on the ballot without the con¬ 
sent of the Police Commission. 
It sets no standards for com¬ 
munity policing or how to re¬ 
form the department that still 
has much work to do to build 
relationships with our diverse 
communities-r elation ships 
that are central to neighbor¬ 
hood safety. ■ 
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the wealthiest is not new. The 
“Ugly Law,” as it was called, was 
passed for the first time in the 
world seventeen years after San 
Francisco was founded. In 1867, 
the first law that outlawed peo¬ 
ple that were deemed “ugly” 
from the streets was passed in 
the city. Indeed, San Francisco 
has a long history of want¬ 
ing to unsee the things that 
aren't beautiful enough for the 
standards of the wealthy. The 
Ugly Law, which impacted vet¬ 
erans from the Civil War and 
plenty others who were visibly 
wounded as well as people who 


seemed weird or just not of the 
right skin tone, was a great suc¬ 
cess across the nation for many 
years. It had such a broad defi¬ 
nition that “ugly” people had 
to try to become invisible all 
the time, moving from place 
to place without stop or facing 
jail. 

But you're reading this for 
a reason. You don't think that 
the person who sold this to you 
is ugly. She is not just some ad¬ 
jective. She is a human being. 
Just like you and everyone you 
love. And one day, if things get 
ugly, you might end up like her. 
Out in the streets, looking for 
shelter, seeking a way out of 
this situation. Perhaps if you 


work hard, you might get a tent 
and a place to stay for a while. 
Unfortunately, if you don't go 
to the polls on Election Day and 
vote no on Prop O, you won't 
even be able to get that tent for 
more than 24 hours. 

You are reading this because 
you want to help in some way. 
If you want to help even more, 
vote no on Prop O. People suf¬ 
fering from homelessness have 
lost too many Human Rights al¬ 
ready. Don't let Human Rights 
be broken. Ugly Laws have never 
solved anything, trying to make 
invisible things that some peo¬ 
ple don't like is not a solution 
and is not even possible. The 
sugar coating they're putting 


in this proposition is a com¬ 
plete lie. There are no available 
shelters, the ones that might be 
available will break up families, 
there are not enough affordable 
houses and people living in 
homelessness are going to face 
the police more often. I believe 
that most cops won't want to do 
it, but they'll be forced by the 
law that they're sworn to pro¬ 
tect. But if this law is against 
a greater one, as the ones men¬ 
tioned in the Universal Declara¬ 
tion of Human Rights, it is not 
going to be legitimate. 

You can't close your eyes 
all the time you see something 
you don't like. You wouldn't 
stand still if someone is being 


assaulted and you had some 
way to stop it. Right now, you 
have a way to stop an assault 
on Human Rights by being an 
active person of the electorate. 
Do it for the sympathy or em¬ 
pathy you felt for the person 
who sold you this newspaper. 
Do it for yourself. Do it for the 
protection of Human Rights. 
Reader, it is imperative that 
you vote on Election Day. It's 
your right, your duty, but most 
importantly, and never forget 
this, it's a great privilege that 
many people before us strug¬ 
gled so we could get a chance to 
give our voice and have power 
on the decisions made by the 
powers that be. ■ 
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WRITER’S CORNER 


What’s the strangest thing you've ever done for love? 

Write a non-traditional love poem or love song about one or many of the 
strangest things you’ve ever done for love. The kind of love song that 
would make people feel really uncomfortable if you sang it at a wedding 
reception. 


This writing prompt is brought to you by GHOSTLINES. Ghostlines is a Bay Area collective of poets, artists, and educators com¬ 
prised of Ariana Weckstein, Gabriel Cortez, Isabella Borgeson, Jade Cho, and Natasha Huey, who are committed to using art to 
cultivate empathy, http://ghostlinescollective.tumblr.com/ 


If you’d like to share your writing with the Street Sheet, you can e-mail 
STREETSHEET@COHSF.ORG OR MAIL TO STREET SHEET 468 TURK ST. SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102. 


COALITION 
ON HOMELESSNESS 


The Street Sheet is a project of the Coalition 
on Homelessness. The Coalition on 
Homelessness organizes poor and homeless 
people to create permanent solutions to 
poverty while protecting the civil and 
human rights of those forced to remain on 
the streets. 

Our organizing is based on extensive peer outreach, 
and the information gathered directly drives the 
Coalition's work. We do not bring our agenda to poor 
and homeless people: They bring their agenda to us. 
We then turn that agenda into powerful campaigns 
that are fleshed out at our work group meetings, 
where homeless people come together with their 
other community allies to win housing and human 
rights for all homeless and poor people. 


WORKGROUP MEETINGS 


AT 468 TURK STREET 


HOUSING JUSTICE WORK GROUP Every Tuesday at noon 

HUMAN RIGHTS WORK GROUP Every Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. 
STREET SHEET ORIENTATION Monday-Tuesdayfrom 0 a.m -12p.m. 
STREET SHEET DISTRIBUTION Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 


To learn more about COH workgroup meetings, 
contact us at: 415-346-3740, or go at: www.cohsf.org 


BY JIM BELLER 


STREET SHEET 
STAFF 


The Street Sheet is a 
publication of the Coalition 
on Homelessness. Some stories 
are collectively written, and 
some stories have individual 
authors. But whoever sets 
fingers to keyboard, all stories 
are formed by the collective 
work of dozens of volunteers, 
and our outreach to hundreds 
of homeless people. 


Lisa-Marie Alatorre • 
Julia D’Antonio -Chris B 
• ReginaBates • KatieBernock • 
Paul Boden • Miguel Carrera • 
Mikey Chapman • Kelley 
Cutler • Will Daley • Lydia Ely • 
Eva Ebsen-Matthew Gerring • 
Raul Fernandez-Berriozabel • 
Jennifer Friedenbach • 
Lesley Haddock • 

Kama Hess • 

TJ Johnston • Vlad K. • 
Jason Law • Sam Lew • 
Chance Martin • 

Scott Nelson • Irma Nunez • 
Bob Offer-Westort • 
Jesus Perez • Mike Russo • 


THE STREET SHEET IS 
ALWAYS LOOKING FOR 
WRITERS AND 
WRITING 
SUBMISSIONS. 

E-MAIL 

STREETSHEET@COHSF.ORG 

CALL 

(415) 346-3740 ext. 309 

VISIT OUR OFFICE AT 
468 TURK STREET 
(between Larkin & Hyde) 


OCTOBER 15, 2016 STREET 


SPECIAL 

THANKS 


The staff and volunteers of the Coalition 
on Homelessness thank the following 
STREET SHEET. Your continued support 
has been vital in keeping the STREET 
SHEET on the streets since 1989. 




UNDERWRITERS 

FOUNDATIONS 


Arthur R. Albrecht 
Susan Beard 
Matthew R. Recker 
Ren Bonnlander 
Dan Cawley & Paula 
Baker 

Samuel Chung 
Tim Crawford 
James Decker 
Carl N. Degler 
Lydia Ely 
K.L. Enriquez 
Max Firstman 
Marc Fredson 
Wally Gator 
Marian Gray 
Marian Halley 
Maribeth Halloran 
Kescia Turner Harris 
“Wild Gary” Heater 
David Keenan 
Jodi K. Kingdon 
Brian Leininger 
Jeffrey R.A. Lewis 
Nancy Moss 
Adam Pfahler 
Lore and David Phillips 
Bob Prentice 
Allan QuijanoQuiton 
Toni and Randy Remil- 
long 

William Roth 
Douglas Scheppegrel 
Stella Schtupenheimcr 
ShamsiSoltani 
Brian SooHoo 
Jesse Stout 
Lou and Vida Sullivan 
Julies. Tee 
Gladys Thacher 
Faith Toban 
Paul Walmsley 
Karen and Joe Weis- 
man 

Richard and Dyjan 
Wiersba 
Dani Williams 
Carol Jean Wisnieski 
Merla Zellerbach 
AlannaZrimsek 
Dotti 

The Fool On The Hill 
Nomadic Ground 
Coffee 

Dharma Merchant 
Services 

Anonymous Donor 


Adobe Foundation 
Astraea Lesbian 
Foundation for 
Justice 

Ben and Jerry’s 
Foundation 
Buuck Family 
Foundation 
Calvert Foundation 
Catholic Campaign 
for Human Devel¬ 
opment 

Common Counsel 
Foundation (Victor & 
Lorraine HonigFund) 
Edna Wardlaw 
Charitable Trust 
First Unitarian Uni- 
versalist Church 
of San Francisco 
(Society for Com¬ 
munity Work) 
Harvey and Leslie 
Wagner Foundation 
Hays Family Founda¬ 
tion 

Left Tilt Fund 
Lisa and Lea 
Local Independent 
Charities of 
America 
Lynn Handleman 
Charitable Founda¬ 
tion 

Martin De Porres 
Foundation 
Peace Development 
Fund 

Philanthropic Ven¬ 
tures Foundation 
Rainbow Grocery 
Cooperative 
Ruth and Jerry 
Vurek Fund 
Sappi “Ideas That 
Matter” 

St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church 

The Benevity Commu¬ 
nity Impact Fund 
The San Francisco 
Foundation-An 
Anonymous Advisor 
Unitarian Univer- 
salist Funding 
Program (Fund for 
a Just Society) 




SORE MARK FARAEU. TO 3-F: 

(2S, WJJ 

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT ME TAKING $I9IK 
IN ILLEGAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND SUING THE 
CITY TO WEASEL OUT OF MY FINE? NO? GREAT! 
LET'S MOVE ON TO MAKING LIFE MISERABLE... 


FOR. PEOPLE IN THE "MON-DONOR-CLASS': 
PROPOSITION Q INCLUDES MO 
NEW SERVICES, BUT, IF YOU 
GET Q'ED, JUST 24 HOURS 
UNTIL WHAM, BAM... 


V't-a- 


Jim Seller 10/13/2016 \\ @jimbeller 













































































THE VIEW FROM THE STREET 



| photo: skot jonz instagram@skotshotz | About the artist: The photography of Skot Jonz is referred to in reviews as surreal, thought- About the photo: With some of 

Helping us to reflect on the daily life of our provoking, moving, engaging. Skot began taking photographs in the 1980s while working the children focused on their ice 

streets, photographers offer one picture that as an archeologist. Since then, his work has been exhibited in solo and group shows, printed cream, others are preoccupied with 

represents their personal take on urban life, on greeting cards, published in newspapers, and used as illustrations in books and short films. the photographer ■ 
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HELP SUPPORT THE COALITION 


Name: 
Address: 
City: 
Phone: 


State : 


Zip: 




UNDERWRITER CONTRIBUTION 

I want to become an Underwriter 
for $50 or more. $ 




MONTHLY CONTRIBUTION 

I want to Support the Coalition 
as a Sustainer at $ 


Please list my name in the STREET SHEET 



months. 


SINGLE CONTRIBUTION 

I want to support the work of the Coalition on Homelessness 

with a single tax-deductible contribution in the amount of: (circle amount) 

$25 $50 $75 $100 $150 $200 Other $ 

PLEASE CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD (MASTERCARD OR VISA) 

Card Number: 

Expiration Date: 



Name on Card: 

(as it appears) 


All donations are tax-deductible 
as permitted by law. 

The Coalition on Homelessness 
is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization. 
Please make checks payable to: 
Coalition on Homelessness. 


Coalition on Homelessness 

468 Turk Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102 













































































